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WHAT IS THE LOCAL OPTION BUDGET (LOB)? 
The local option budget (LOB) supplements general funds received from the state of Kansas.  
Presently, Ashland-Englewood, USD #220 has a 30% LOB.  The LOB is used to support salaries, 
instructional programs, classroom supplies, technology, and utilities. 
 
 
WHY INCREASE THE LOB? 
The district has worked hard to manage the budget and lower the mill rate over the past three 
years.  However, due to declining student enrollment the district is projecting a loss in state 
funding.  In order to maintain our current level of student services and staffing, the Board is 
seeking to raise additional funds by increasing the LOB from 30% up to 33%. 
 
 
WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO HOLD THE LOB ELECTION? 
The state sets the LOB at 30%, but patrons can vote to fund schools up to 33%.  Each additional 
1% provides the district with approximately $21,924 locally.  Raising the LOB will generate 
approximately $65,772, which will help minimize the loss of revenue from declining enrollment, 
and prevent significant cuts to student services and staffing.   
 
 
USD 220 MILL RATE HISTORY 

Local Option Budget Mill Rate USD #220 Total Mill Rate (3-Year Review) 

2018-2019 27.471 2018-2019 53.528 

2019-2020 24.535 (-2.936) 2019-2020 52.534 (-0.994) 

2020-2021 19.794 (-4.741) 2020-2021 47.794 (-4.74) 

3-Year Reduction -7.677 3-Year Reduction -5.734 

 
The Board of Education has been successful in lowering the district’s mill levy over the past 
three years, and does not take this increase lightly.  However, in order to minimize the impact 
of projected cuts, the Board is requesting the opportunity to increase the LOB from 30% up to 
33%.   
 
WHAT IS THE TAX IMPACT? 
Each 1% in LOB increase would add about $11.50 per year to the tax levy on a $100,000 home 
(.95¢/month).  However, because USD #220 receives additional LOB supplemental aid from the 
state, the total amount decreases to $8.86 per year (.73¢/month). 
 


